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CIRM-BIA (https://www6.inra.fr/cirm_eng/Foof-Associated-Bacteria)
Over 4,000 strains of bacteria (30 genera and 150 species). A number
constantly increasing through targeted collections from various biotopes.
The strains are selected to offer the greatest diversity possible, both from
a taxonomic and a functional point of view to scientific communities.
CIRM-Levures (https://www6.inra.fr/cirm_eng/yeast)
Over 4,000 Saccharomycotina and Basidiomycotayeast isolates (63
genera and 284 species). Most of the strains have been isolated from
traditional fermentations such as cheese, beer, cider, wine and belong
mainly to the Saccharomyces, Debaryomyces and Klyuveromyces genera.
Increasing host diversity with isolates collected in extreme or tropical
environments, such as the Artic glaciers, French Gyana, Guadeloupe and
reunion Islands.
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Fermented milk products involve positive bacteria and yeast which strongly participate to the safety and
to the organoleptic quality of the products. High level of diversity of both bacteria (mainly lactic acid
bacteria) and yeast linked to the diversity of manufacturing practices, leads to the huge variety of
fermented milk products all over the world. If these products were originally obtained from spontaneous
fermentation with microorganisms naturally present in the environment of transformation or by
backslopping, most of the production are now using commercial starters with as a result a
standardization and a lost of typicality. In parallel, in several developed country the improvement of
livestock sanitary conditions leads moreover to a drastic decrease of the microorganisms naturally
present in the milk. Thus, preservation of these microorganisms is a major issue for traditional milk
product.
BRC: what’s for ? OECD best practice guidelines for Biological Resource Center
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By making available biological material and
information of guaranteed identity and quality, BRCs
serve an essential infrastructural function for scientific
investigation and R&D
Milk is transformed from time immemorial and fermentation is among 
the oldest techniques of food preservation. 
CIRM activities
Run by the French National Institute for Agricultural Research (INRA), the BRC CIRM
has been created to preserve, enrich and promote the microbial diversity held in its
collections. In addition to the conservation and distribution, the CIRM provides
informations (molecular, physiological and phenotypic and ecological data) and
associated services (screening, strain selection, technical developments, confidential safe deposit). CIRM is
involved in a variety of research projects aimed at better understanding microbiol diversity, and at promoting
awarness of its ecological , agricultural and medical importance and its biotechnological potential.
The Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic
Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing
of Benefits Arising from their Utilization to the
Convention on Biological Diversity (an international 
agreement entered into force on 12 October 2014
(https://www.cbd.int/abs)
